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PLACES TO GO,
PEOPLE TO SEE




LOCALLY OWNED

Wings of Hope Takes
Flight from Chesterfield

AVIATION NONPROFIT SUPPORTS
HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS AROUND THE GLOBE

ARTICLE JULIE BROWN PATTON
PHOTOGRAPHY KARL LUND

A CORE GROUP OF HUMANITARIAN-MINDED
PILOTS AND FLYING NURSE-NUNS IN 1959
INSPIRED THE IMPETUS OF WINGS OF HOPE,
AN AVIATION-BASED NONPROFIT BASED
IN CHESTERFIELD.

In 2017, WoH representatives worked in 10 countries
to directly serve 45,858 people.

Carol Enright, WoH communications manager, says
the group's volunteer pilots transport U.S, individ-
uals with” serious illnesses and health conditions to
life-changing treatment at medical facilities.

“Outside of the U.S., we fly people living in remote
areas to the nearest hospital. In most cases, thisis a 30- to
45-minute flight, versus hours by car over rough terrain.
We also use airplanes to fly doctors into communities to
provide medical clinics to treat injuries, illness, pregnant
mathers and children,” she says.

The first WoH mission was in 1965.

“Our founders learned of a missionary nurse and nun,
Sister Michael Therese Ryan, who was flying around the
deserts of Kenya providing medical care and resources to
the starving people there. The canvas wings of Sister Ryan's
plane had been chewed by hyenas and were falling apart.
On May 25, 1965, Wings of Hope sent her a metal Cessna
plane. Since then, we have worked in hundreds of commu-
nities and completed thousands of missions,” Carol says.

Until 2003, she says the group operated exclusively in
developing countries.

At the international field sites, Carol says many
people are not aware WoH is behind the assistance
they are receiving.

“But our in-country partners share stories with us of how
villagers know when the clinics are scheduled, and they
flock to the runway to greet the plane and the doctors.”
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#GRATITUDE: "WE REGULARLY RECEIVE THANK-YOU
CARDS, EMAILS, CALLS AND VISITS FROM PEOPLE
EXTREMELY GRATEFUL FOR OUR HELP IN GETTING

LOVED ONES MEDICAL CARE NOT POSSIBLE WITHOUT

WOH TRANSPORTATION."
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18370 Wings of Hope Blvd.
Chesterfield Missouri
800.448.9487, 636.537.1302
WingsOfHope.ngo
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