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more ...

served globally

2022 IMPACT

40,118
 
•  United States
•  Belize
•  Colombia
•  Ecuador
•  Paraguay
•  Zambia
•  Tanzania
•  South Africa
•  Papua New Guinea
•  Cambodia

Working in 

 
countries
10

300
Active volunteers  

fulfilling our mission

300

905
hours that students were 

engaged with STEM 
education centered on 
humanitarian aviation

we are flying a patient to  
critically needed health care

EVERY 2 DAYS

86 cents
on the dollar spent  

on programs
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2023 is a milestone year for Wings of Hope — we have turned 60! 

As I reflect on six decades of Wings of Hope, it seems prescient that we were founded the 
same decade as the United States put a man on the moon. The 1960s were years of cultural 
upheaval, technological advancement and exploration — marked by an unrelenting desire to 
change the world.

In our own small way, that’s exactly what Wings of Hope has done. 

Thanks to the vision of our founders who saw the immense value in using airplanes to fly 
medical resources and help to people in need, we have been changing and saving the world — 
one life at a time — since 1963.

On the page opposite this letter, you can see the impact we made serving more than 40,000 
people last year. Numbers help us quantify the scope of our work, but to understand its true 
value you need to understand how we’ve helped the people behind those numbers.

I invite you to take a look at the stories inside. 

You’ll see our impact on students, on the people we fly to lifesaving medical care here in the 
U.S., and on thousands of people living in communities all over the globe. You will likely never 
meet the vast majority of the people we help. But they know Wings of Hope.

In the 1960s, Neil Armstrong walked on the moon and Wings of Hope was born. 

These are milestone events. But to the people we serve, they pale in comparison to a healthy 
baby delivered, a child’s life saved, and STEM education that opens a world of opportunity 
for a young person. All things possible because of an airplane, a vision to use it to change and 
save lives, and people who care enough to dedicate their time, energy and passion to bringing 
that vision to life.

At Wings of Hope, we are so fortunate to have all three.

In gratitude,

  Amy Cole Buehler, MA
  Interim President

From the Board Chairman

Our history has been marked by expansion. 
We expanded from sending one plane to 
Africa in the 1960s to providing aviation 
support to communities in Latin America 
and the Asia-Pacific region to launching our 
U.S.-based Medical Relief & Air Transport 
(MAT) Program in 2003. 

Beyond expanding geographically, we made 
a big leap into the world of education with 
the launch of our SOAR into STEM program 
in 2019. We are in the process of extending 
the reach of that program into more rural 
communities as I write this letter.

Over the past few years, our board also has 
expanded. We’ve diversified by bringing 
on accomplished professionals to round 
out our expertise in virtually any area that 
can impact our mission and strengthen our 
organization: aviation law, technology, human 
resources, health care, finance, accounting 
and corporate strategy, among other fields. 
As board chair, it’s comforting to know that 
if I don’t have the answer to a particular 
question, one of our board members does or 
knows someone who can help.

With growth always comes the risk of 
losing focus. As we continue to expand, our 
mission is our North Star. In my 10th year 
serving on the Wings of Hope Board and 
second as board chair, I have been in the 
room as we consider growth into new areas 
and expansion of current programs. I can tell 
you that all those conversations are guided 
by this question: Is it mission focused?

Sometimes, the answer to that question 
results in passing on opportunities that are 
good, in and of themselves, but that would 
detract from our core work and our ability 
to make the greatest impact on the people 
we serve.

Our job as a board is to be good stewards of 
our resources as we guide the organization 
in fulfilling its mission. Staying mission-
focused is our superpower: it enables us 
to accomplish this charge and lead with 
confidence.

So, we follow our North Star — and stay on 
course for a bright future.

Onward!

Fred Meyland-Smith
Board Chairman

more ...

 
•  United States
•  Belize
•  Colombia
•  Ecuador
•  Paraguay
•  Zambia
•  Tanzania
•  South Africa
•  Papua New Guinea
•  Cambodia

SOARING Through the Decades
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SOARINGThrough the Decades
As we enter our seventh decade of changing and saving lives through the power of aviation,  

we look back with pride on the past 60 years.

1960s
In 1963, two St. Louis businessmen, 
Joe Fabick and Bill Edwards, learned 
of missionaries in Kenya using 
small aircraft to provide medical 
and humanitarian aid to people in 
the Turkana Desert following a long 
period of drought and famine. Moved 
by the story of a flying nun whose 
plane was falling apart due to hyenas 
chewing on the fabric wings at night, 
Fabick and Edwards hatched a plan 
to launch a capital campaign to 
purchase a durable metal plane for 
Sister Michael Therese Ryan of the 
Medical Missionaries of Mary. They 
enlisted the help of two colleagues, 
Paul Rodgers and George Haddaway, 
and after successfully raising 
$30,000 to purchase a new Cessna 
U206, they delivered the plane to 
Sister “Bird” in 1965. These were the 
beginnings of Wings of Hope.

Sister Michael Therese Ryan was 
the first Catholic nun to earn her 
private pilot’s license. She flew for the 
Medical Missionaries of Mary and 
was the recipient of the new Cessna 
U206, purchased with $30,000 
raised by the founding members of 
Wings of Hope.

May 25, 1965: Wings of Hope founders Bill Edwards  
(left) and Joe Fabick (far right) speak with pilot, Max 
Conrad, before he takes off from St. Louis Lambert 
International Airport on his flight to deliver a new  
Cessna U206 to medical missionaries in Nairobi, Kenya. 

June 1965: Pilot Max Conrad hands the keys 
of the Cessna U206 to Sister Michael Therese 
Ryan after flying the plane from St. Louis to 
Nairobi. 

1970s

 
Wings of Hope pilots, Ed Schertz and Guy Gervais (top left), help local people unload supplies from 
Alas de Esperanza (translated to Wings of Hope in Spanish) in Ecuador. 

Wings of Hopes expands from Africa into South America, establishing partner 
field bases in Ecuador, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Paraguay and Peru.
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Wings of Hope 
continues to expand 
its partner field bases 

into places including Tanzania and Belize. The growing organization builds a 
new world headquarters at Spirit of St. Louis Airport in Chesterfield, MO. 

1984: Wings of Hope pilot, Guy Gervais (second from left) helps load a 
patient off a plane after a medevac flight in Belize. 

Dec. 1985: Local dignitaries at the groundbreaking ceremony for what would 
become the new home for Wings of Hope at Spirit of St. Louis Airport (KSUS).

1990: Wings of Hope hangar and world headquarters at Spirit of St. Louis 
Airport (KSUS) in Chesterfield, MO.

2000s In 2003, Wings of Hope established 
the Medical Relief & Air Transport 
(MAT) Program in response to the 

growing need for medical air transport flights in the United States. 
We also moved into a much larger world headquarters in 2007, with 
a 12,000-square-foot hangar, 8,000 square feet of office space and 
3,000 square feet of storage. We would add onto this facility in 2013 
with a 10,000-square-foot hangar and office expansion.

The first group of volunteer MAT pilots gather in front of the Wings 
of Hope hangar (circa 2003-2004).

2004: Wings of Hope MAT mission.

1980s-90s
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2010s
Wings of Hope continues to grow 
— establishing new partner bases in 
countries such as Nicaragua, continuing 
to support longstanding efforts in 
Tanzania and beyond, and creating 
a new STEM and aviation education 
program for students.

2022 and beyond
As it did in the early 1960s, aviation continues to power our mission — but expansion defines our 
future. In 2022, Wings of Hope’s Global Humanitarian Network of aviation organizations consisted 
of partner bases serving communities in 10 countries. We believe that by leveraging the capacity of 
the entire network — and uniting as humanitarians — more people will have access to the resources 
needed to live healthy and dignified lives.

 
2014: Maasai villagers gather around 

Wings of Hope plane in Tanzania where 
our field partner, Flying Medical Service, 

conducts fly-in medical clinics.

 
2015: Wings of Hope pilot, TJ Stewart, 

stands by the plane he used to fly 
medevac flights for people in remote 

communities of Nicaragua.

 
2019: In the spring of 2019, Wings of Hope launched SOAR into 
STEM. This hands-on, experiential learning curriculum welcomes 
students into the Wings of Hope hangar to explore principles 
of flight, aircraft maintenance, aerodynamics engineering and 
unmanned aerial systems. 



6

SOARINGThrough the Decades

SOAR into STEM
Wings of Hope introduced SOAR 
into STEM (SIS) in 2019 to inspire 
students to pursue STEM and 
aviation careers — and gain an 
appreciation for the important 
role airplanes can play in changing 
and saving lives around the world. 
Launched in partnership with 
Boeing, the hands-on learning 
experience welcomes students 
into the Wings of Hope hangar 
for a robust curriculum that 
explores principles of flight, aircraft 
maintenance, aerodynamics 
engineering and Unmanned Aerial 
Systems (aka drones). The five-
week session culminates with 
discovery flights for the students 
accompanied by experienced 
certified flight instructors.

“We are currently hosting two 
learning modules per year for 
St. Louis area schools; however, 
requests to duplicate what we 
have created are starting to come 
in from outside of St. Louis,” says 
Tiffany Nelson, director of programs 
and evaluation for Wings of Hope. 
“Teacher recruiting and training 
efforts for our summer module 
are in full swing, and we expect to 
launch a new remote program in  
fall 2023.” 

In 2022, 50 students participated 
in our two SIS sessions. Wings 
of Hope also hosted five student 
interns, ran three SOAR and Explore 
camps, and reached hundreds 
more students through outreach at 
STEM and aviation-focused events 
at venues including the Saint Louis 
Science Center and local air shows. 
In total, Wings of Hope engaged 
905 students with STEM education 
centered on humanitarian aviation 
in 2022.

 “Our goal is equitable access to aviation education for all students.”
 – Tiffany Nelson, Director of Programs and Evaluation

S   AR
STEM
into

S   AR
STEM
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 Humanitarian NetworkIn 2022,  

Wings of Hope  

operated in 10  

partner bases  

that form our  

Global Humanitarian 

Network (GHN).

BELIZE

CAMBODIA

COLOMBIA

ECUADOR

PAPA NEW GUINEA

PARAGUAY

SOUTH AFRICA

TANZANIA

UNITED STATES

ZAMBIA

GHN SPOTLIGHT: 

Samaritan Aviation 
Papua New Guinea is a small country with 
population estimates ranging between 8 and 11 
million people. More than 80% of the population 
lives in rural areas, with 250,000 people living 
along the 700-mile stretch of the East Sepik River 
surrounded by a dense jungle with virtually no roads 
or electricity and little to no access to emergency 
medical care. Infant mortality rates are as high 
as 40%, and 80% of people living along the river 
suffer from malaria.
 
Wings of Hope GHN partner, Samaritan Aviation, is 
the only organization in the region that operates floatplanes. They use these 
planes as air ambulances to serve more than 116 villages each year — flying 
people with dire medical needs to the nearest hospital, flying medicine and 
medical supplies into villages, and providing aid to remote areas during natural 
disasters and disease outbreaks. 

Since 2010, Samaritan Aviation has flown more than 2,800 missions, all at 
no cost to the people they serve. Floatplanes turn a five-to-seven-day trip in a 
dugout canoe into an hourlong flight to the hospital.  When it comes to access 
to antivenom after a snakebite or saving the life of a mother and baby during a 
complicated delivery every minute is vital.

“Samaritan Aviation is a lifeline to all those people living along the river,” said 
Mark Palm, Samaritan Aviation CEO and co-founder. “Most of the emergencies 
we deal with are life and death critical — if we’re not here, people are dying.” 

GLOBAL

Samaritan Aviation crew loads patient into floatplane.

“Most of the 

emergencies we  

deal with are life  

and death critical —  

if we’re not here,  

people are dying.” 

– Mark Palm,  
Samaritan Aviation
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  V

alu
es EMPOWERMENT: 

Uplifting communities 
and organizations through 
resource provision, such 
as aviation supplies and 
funding sources, that enable 
people to gain ownership 
over the factors that shape 
their lives.

SUSTAINABILITY:  
As defined by the United 
Nations: “Meeting the 
needs of the present 
without compromising the 
ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs.”

SCALABILITY:  
Producing programs that 
can be scaled throughout 
the country of service 
or the GHN so that best 
practices can be shared and 
exchanged throughout the 
network. 

STEWARDSHIP:  
Using all resources 
effectively to 
maximize impact. 

Connecting Students  
to Our Mission
Wings of Hope launched SOAR into STEM (SIS) in 2019 to 
inspire students to pursue STEM and aviation careers — 
and gain an appreciation of the important role airplanes can 
play in changing and saving lives around the world. 

This past April, one SIS graduate had the once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to take his experience full circle when 
he visited our partner in Ecuador, Alas de Socorro, which 
provides emergency medical flights to eight indigenous 
communities who lack access to critical medical care.

Jordan was one of three students who made the trip — all 
study entrepreneurship with Wings of Hope partner Go! 
International, a nonprofit that uplifts students from East 
St. Louis, Ill., a historically underserved and impoverished 
community. The organization educates students in financial 
literacy, language and entrepreneurship with a number of 
students traveling internationally to help artisans around 
the world bring their products to market. 

Central to the trip was traveling into the Amazon 
rainforest to meet with the Association of Waorani Women 
of the Ecuadorian Amazon.

“They have been training Waorani women in 58 
communities to run their own businesses since 2005,” 
said Go! International Founder Seth Hamilton, who led 
the student trip. “They also produce one of the only 
100% organic cacao beans in Ecuador — and East St. 
Louis students from Go! International will be their first 
international import partners.”

The students are working with a U.S. coffee manufacturer 
to import the cacao beans for use in hot chocolate mix. 

Wings of Hope 
directly served more 
than 40,000 people 
in 2022. Highlights 
from our work 
around the globe …

Go! International Founder Seth Hamilton, with students, Jordan  
and Kylie, meeting with Waorani artisans. 

COLOMBIA
Our partner, Patrulla Aérea Civil, treated 
15,796 patients through its surgical, 
medical, pediatric and nutritional, and 
emergency brigades. Going forward, 
the organization is focused on early 
cancer detection services. 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Using two floatplanes, our partner 
Samaritan Aviation completed 350 
flights, transported 216 patients, 
delivered 24,251 pounds of medical 
supplies and directly serves 1,000 
people in the East Sepik Province. 
Samaritan Aviation plans to secure 
a third floatplane to serve another 
200,000 people in the remote water 
communities of the Western Province. 

PARAGUAY
Our partner, Iglesia Centro Cristiano 
Siloh, expanded its dental care outreach 
to six departments (or states), 
conducting 40 flights to bring volunteer 
dentists to people without access to 
dental care. The organization served 
more than 1,200 people in 2022.

ZAMBIA
FlySpec is the only orthopedic and 
reconstructive surgery service providing 
free care via flying doctors to remote 
parts of Zambia. In 2022, FlySpec 
provided 3,829 free consultations and 
994 surgical operations. 

Colombia

Paraguay

Zambia



2022 
IMPACT

85,815 
nautical miles 

flown

121 
missions

211 
training flights

19,898 
gallons of fuel

95 
MAT patients flown

98 
commercial  

patients flown

193 
total patients 

served
9

A Lengthy 
Process for a 
Longer Leg 
Caleb was born with a rare 
congenital condition making his 
right femur shorter than this left. 
He flies with Wings of Hope from 
his home in Wichita, Kans., to 
Shriners Children’s St. Louis, one 
of the nation’s best children’s 
hospitals for orthopedic care, to 
lengthen his leg — a process that 
takes multiple surgeries and years 
of treatment. The 13-year-old had 
his first appointment in St. Louis 
was when he was only two. 

During the lengthening process, 
Caleb needs to see his doctors 
at Shriners weekly for physical 
therapy and routine radiographs 
to make sure the lengthening 
is progressing appropriately. 
Traveling to the appointments 
adds another burden to the 
already long and extensive 
treatment process.

“Wings of Hope does help ease the stress and anxiety of going,” says Caleb’s mom, Crystal. 
“Without Wings of Hope, we would be spending a lot of time on the road, Caleb would be missing 
more school, and my other two kids would be missing more time with us.”

Before Caleb and Crystal found Wings of Hope, they would drive the 7-hour trip between Wichita 
and St. Louis. Caleb says it was “very uncomfortable.”

“I’d always have to prop my leg up and I’d kind of be slouched over — my back would hurt,” he says. 
“Now that I fly with Wings of Hope, it’s actually way faster and easier.”

Caleb has completed nearly 20 roundtrip flights with Wings of Hope. We are committed to flying 
him for as long as he needs treatment, which doctors expect him to finish by the time he turns 15. 

Our Medical Relief & Air Transport (MAT) Program connects people in the United States to critical 

health care resources they cannot access locally. When the best treatment option is far from home, 

the MAT Program takes care of the travel — relieving families of what can be a crushing financial 

burden and shortening time away from home, school and work.

MAT Program
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OUR Volunteers
With less than 20 paid staff, Wings of Hope relies on our nearly 300 active 

volunteers to keep our wings in the air — literally — and fuel our mission. Volunteers 

contribute their time and expertise, which in 2022 equated to nearly $900,000 in 

monetary value. But they bring so much more than their service to our organization: 

they bring a sincere desire to help people and an unselfish willingness to do whatever 

it takes to get the job done. 

$$$$$$$894,904 
MONETARY VALUE

281
VOLUNTEERS

28,665
HOURS DONATED

Damian Mahoney, Volunteer Pilot
Volunteering at Wings of Hope runs in the family for Damian Mahoney. His dad, 
Mike, has been a volunteer pilot for the organization’s Medical Relief & Air Transport 
(MAT) Program since 2017. He recruited his son — a firefighter paramedic, Army 
Blackhawk helicopter crew chief and recreational pilot — to join him. The father-son 
duo made their first MAT flight together on October 20, 2022. Since then, Damian’s 
been flying for Wings of Hope about once a week.

“I love it,” he says. “I get to fly airplanes, and I get to transport kids around.”

Damian also loves being able to talk with the people he flies and get to know them as 
repeat flyers — something he isn’t able to do in his day job.

“I’m used to seeing people in their really bad times. I get that momentary glimpse — 
maybe 30 minutes with them in their moment of crisis,” he says. “Flying for Wings of 
Hope, I have time to talk to the kids, talk to the families. It’s nice to see the drawn-out 
aspect of the care, and people really do appreciate our help.

 “I’ve never had that in the 27 years I’ve been in EMS (emergency medical services).”

Damian’s been flying recreationally for years, but to qualify to fly for Wings of Hope 
he had to rack up 1,000 hours of flight time. He also earned his multi-engine rating 
and his commercial license. Now, he’s working on his certified flight instructor rating. 

“I’m super happy I did it,” he says of being a volunteer pilot. “All of the flying’s great 
— but it’s always good to get to fly with my dad.” 

SOARING Through the Decades
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2022 
Financials

Jean Kennedy, Volunteer Patient Host
Jean Kennedy was looking for a way to give back after a career in higher 
education. Her mom suggested she check out Wings of Hope. Jean joined 
Wings of Hope in May 2022 as a patient host, which means she makes sure our 
MAT patients have everything they need while they’re waiting in our hangar for 
their flight home or to care. 

“Our role is to just make them feel welcome and comfortable,” says Jean. “We 
help them with their bags, make sure they have a snack, get them a drink, ask if 
they’d like pillows or blankets for their flight.”

Jean calls this role “right up my alley.”

“I love being with people,” she says. “I worked at a community college as an 
advisor, so I worked with a lot of high school and college students — but I love 
working with the younger kids we fly.”

Jean says volunteering at Wings of Hope is rewarding, and she believes the 
work is important: “What an amazing service to provide these families — it 
would cost them a fortune to make all these flights back and forth.”

“My favorite thing is seeing the repeat flyers and getting to know the families 
when they come in for their next procedure or a follow-up appointment.”

Tom Moors, Volunteer Avionics Technician
After working as an auto mechanic most of his professional life, Tom Moors spent 
the last five years of his career teaching STEM at a technical college. Along the way, 
he bought an airplane and earned his private pilot’s license. Now retired, Tom says 
his love for mechanics, teaching and aviation make him a perfect fit for volunteering 
as an avionics technician at Wings of Hope.

“I’ve been an auto mechanic, I have a lot of training in electrical engineering, and I 
taught advanced automotive electronics — so the transition to working on planes 
was not that hard,” Tom says.

Before he started working on planes in the hangar, Tom first volunteered in 2021 as 
a mentor for Wings of Hope’s SOAR into STEM education program. As a national 
member of the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA), he arranged for the local 
EAA chapter to provide free discovery flights at the last SOAR into STEM session. 
Previously, the program was paying a local company for the flights.

Tom’s also involved with Wings of Hope’s intern program.

“They put me in charge of the discovery flights for interns, and I’m also teaching 
some sessions on aerodynamics and flying a plane,” Tom says. 

“I wear several hats here,” he adds. 

Tom says volunteering at Wings of Hope is a “win-win for everybody.”

“I’m learning a lot; I’m meeting a lot of people — and I do feel like I’m making a 
difference helping the programs run and contributing in my own small way.”

11



* CARES Act Funds

Our 2022 990 and audited financials can be found  
on our website, www.wingsofhope.ngo.

Program Services

85%

Expenses

Administration

11%
Fundraising
         4%

12

Contributions 
& Individual
Donations 

42%

Fundraising 
Events 

 35%
Other

Income

12%

Government* 3 %

2022 
Financials

Foundation & 
Corporate Grants

  8%

Gala Soars to New Heights
June 4, 2022, marked the first in-person gala since February 2020 for Wings of Hope. 
More than 350 guests gathered at the Chase Park Plaza Royal Sonesta Hotel St. Louis 
to celebrate and support Wings of Hope’s largest annual fundraiser — raising critical 
funds for our work changing and saving lives around the world. 

Twice Yearly Airplane Raffles  
Generate Funds — and Excitement!
Each March and September, Wings of Hope raffles off an airplane. Wildly popular 
among the pilot community, they often sell out in hours and raise about $800,000 
annually to support the organization’s operations. 

National Aviation  
Hall of Fame Honors 
Wings of Hope
On Sept. 23, 2022, the National Aviation 
Hall of Fame presented Wings of 
Hope its 2022 Milton Caniff Spirit of 
Flight Award. The award recognizes 
organizations that exemplify the positive 
utilization of aviation for charitable 
purposes or for service to all — which 
has been integral to our mission for 60 
years. We share this award with our volunteers, donors and supporters worldwide!

Spring 2022 airplane raffle winner, Mark 
Bennett, stopped by to test fly his grand 
prize Piper Cherokee before heading home 
to show family and friends. 

The winner of our fall 2022 airplane raffle, Perry 
DeMars, and his wife, Kathy, checking out their 
new plane in the Wings of Hope hangar. 

SOARING Through the Decades
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We are happy to recognize donors who support Wings of Hope  
with their generous gifts of $500 or greater. 

$100,000+
Boeing Global Engagement 
William R, Jr. & Laura Rand  
   Orthwein Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous
The William M Charney Living Trust
 
$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous
Costco Wholesale Corporation 
Larry & Carrie Dalton 
Git-R-Done Foundation 
The Green Foundation 
Don & Maria Kukla  
     Charitable Trust 
Larry Lemke 
Mueth Family Foundation 
Kurt Mungenast 
Wayne C. Kaufmann  
     Charitable Foundation

$15,000 - $24,999
Anonymous
The Bellwether Foundation, Inc. 
Bernice M. Mihalik Revocable Trust 
Greater St Louis Business  
     Aviation Association  
Jim & Liz Rock Charitable Fund
The Saigh Foundation 
Ed Smith  
The Tarlow Family Foundation Inc
Rob & Karen Unnerstall

$10,000 - $14,999
Anonymous  
Charleys Kids Foundation 
JMC Charities  
Susan Latorre  
Donald & Ruth Malvern Foundation
Fred & Susan Meyland-Smith 
James & Catherine Moore Fund
Oris Watches USA Inc.  
David & Debbie Robert  
Jack Taylor

$7,500 - $9,999
Anonymous
Scott Bickford  
Boeing Employee Gift Match
     Program  
Chris & Sheila Carnahan  
Embraer Foundation

$5,000 - $7,499
Anonymous
James D. & Norma E. Anderson
     Charitable Gift Fund 

AVMATS  
Linda L. Baker  
BJC HealthCare  
Blues for Kids 
Brinkmann Construction 
Cazenovia Mennonite Church 
Dr. Robert P. Ciesla  
Dr. & Mrs. Harry & Molly Cole 
E. Ray Conroy  
Dierberg’s Markets  
Michael & Janine DiMarco 
Emerson Charitable Trust 
John & Caren Fabick, IV 
Husch Blackwell LLP  
Kay Johnson  
Andrew & Kim Kuchan 
Melvyn Lefkowitz  
Justin & Krista Lucy  
Michael Mahoney  
Dennis & Ann Marschuetz 
Karen & Tom Miller Family
     Foundation 
Moneta Charitable Group
     Foundation 
Col. Andy Mungenast  
     Charitable Trust 
National Cart Company 
William & Nellie Paridon  
     Family Trust 
H Robert & Debbie L. Sanders 
Schahet Hotels, LLC. 
John & Suzanne Schmidt 
Raymond R., Jr. & Laurie Van de Riet

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous
David Agee  
Bret Beitler  
Patrick Bowen  
Bright Funds  
Mark Brown & Heni Takacs 
Cameron Conway  
Dale & Barbara Daniel 
Donald Dimmich  
Dr. Elliot Sloane  
Good News Brewing Defiance 
Bret Heinrich  
Connie Howe  
John Huston & Kim Skrainka 
Craig & Rose Kaintz  
Dr. Manish Kohli  
Bryan Krueger  
Kuhn Foundation 
Tim Long  
Brent Mathany  
Melissa Owens  
David Pogorzelski  
Kate Schneider  
Sons of American Legion Post 556

Tim & Jenni Spihlman 
St. Louis Chapter, Missouri  
     Pilots Association 
Steve Lieber  
Stieven Capital Advisors, L.P. 
Tim & Kelley Stock  
Thompson Price Kitchens,  
     Baths & Home 
Edward Turner  
UnitedHealthcare 
Ray & Ann Wagner  
Steve Williams

$1,500 - $2,499
Anonymous
George Jr. & Chyrlyn Alvarado 
Paul Bartak  
Norm Beachum  
Susan Burns  
Teri L. Chapin  
Cooling & Herbers, P.C. 
Douglas E. Dillard  
Richard Horowitz  
Luke & Kathryn Kissam 
David Lewis  
Lordo CPA  
Trevor & Rachel Miller 
Roger Mollman  
Shelley Perulfi  
Eric Peterson  
James N. Rhodes II  
Jay & Marilyn Rickmeyer 
Jeffrey Rickmeyer & Teresa Hickam 
Michael S. Schmidt  
The Sidener Foundation 
Harold Thibault  
Laurence & Christie Tietjen  
Steve Tompkin  
Anthony & Susan Tumminello  
John & Susan Unnerstall  
Susan Walton  
Greg & Karen Ward  
Robert Wunderlich  
Tammy Zilz

$1,000 - $1,499
Anonymous
David P. & Tracy Baynes  
Timothy & Mary Ann Beranek  
Boeing Employee Individual  
     Giving Program 
James & Sandra Buckwalter  
Amy Cole Buehler  
David A. Cacioppo  
The Cady Family Foundation 
Donald C. Canning Memorial
     Fund 
Janet Capitanelli  
Carl E. Kessler Family Foundation

Lawrence Charney  
Dinh Dang  
Scott & Jill Davidson  
Roger Debenport  
Byron DeLear & Vicki Englund  
Pat & Trish Dervin  
Dean & Elizabeth DeVries  
John Dreher  
Drury Development Corporation 
D. Gerald Edwards  
Edwardsville Community
     Foundation 
Elis Olsson Memorial Fund 
William F. Evans Family Fund  
Genesys Aerosystems, 
    a Moog Company  
Helen Grimm  
Lois Haller  
Ian & Melanie Halley  
Catherine Hanaway  
John & Candy Heidbreder  
Ted Hellman & Robin Pilliod  
Jean Henderson  
Rusty Hermann & Kelly Hua  
Berlin Ho  
Andrew Holz  
Jennifer Jackman  
Kirk James  
JERA Foundation  
Christopher Kehr  
The Polly Sievert King &  
     Bob Bergman Fund 
Mary H. Koch  
Ned Koprowski  
Dave & Karla Kramer  
Kathleen Kruger  
Paul & Kathy Lang  
Larry Labriola Foundation 
Alex & Stephanie Lee 
Larry & Dot LeGrand  
Robert LeGrand  
Linda Luetkemeier  
Helen Lynch  
Steve Malyszko & Nancy Lange 
Kyle & Cortney McKenna  
John Morgenthaler, Jr  
Stanley Newby  
John & Teresa Northcutt  
James Nusz  
Glen Phariss  
Joel & Katie Phillips  
Thomas & Tamara Reed  
Mark & Lisa Rickmeyer  
Christopher Root  
Michael & Lee Ross  
Shane & Amy Russell  
Mr. & Mrs. Sanford N.  
     McDonnell Foundation 
Lynn Schiller  



FRED MEYLAND-SMITH
Chairman

BRYAN KRUEGER
Vice Chairman

KELLI FABICK
Secretary

ANDY KUCHAN 
Treasurer

DAVID AGEE

NIKKI BODIE

PATRICK BOWEN

DR. ROBERT P. CIESLA

CAMERON CONWAY

DR. ROLLIN F. JACKSON

GARY KRETZ

ADAM KRUGER

DONALD T. KUKLA

MELISSA OWENS

SHELLEY PERULFI

JAMES N. RHODES II

CHRISTIAN RUSTEBERG

KATE SCHNEIDER

MATTHEW C. TEMPLE

ELIZABETH VASSEUR-BROWNE

 AMY COLE BUEHLER Interim President 

 HOLLY BERTHOLD Director of Development

 ELIZABETH CAMPBELL Chief Financial Officer

 STEVE JOHNSON Director of Maintenance

 TIM LONG Director of Operations

 NICOLE MALOY Director of Volunteer
  Fulfillment

 TIFFANY NELSON Director of Programs  
  & Evaluation

 ANGELA WALLEMAN Director of MAT Program 
  & Human Resources

Dra. SHERRILL KAZAN 
Chairperson,
President, World 
Council of Peoples for  
the United Nations

JOHN DANFORTH
Former U.S. Senator  
and Humanitarian

ELIZABETH DOLE
Former U.S. Senator,
Former President of the  
American Red Cross,
Humanitarian

CARL EDWARDS
Professional Stock  
Car Driver, retired

HARRISON FORD
Actor & Pilot

BARRINGTON IRVING
Pioneer Pilot & Experience 
Aviation Founder

His Eminence  
JUSTIN CARDINAL RIGALI
Archbishop Emeritus 
of Philadelphia

KURT RUSSELL
Actor & Pilot

Lt. Gen.  
TOM STAFFORD
Former Astronaut

PATTY WAGSTAFF
Aerobatic National  
Champion Pilot

HONORARY COUNCIL
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Randy Schuermann  
Slalom Consulting  
Dixi Smith  
St. Louis Homes & Lifestyles 
St. Luke’s Hospital  
Staenberg Group, Inc 
Kurt & Sandy Sutterer  
James H. Turner  
Steven Von Gruben  
Rich & Theresa Waigand  
Ernest R. Webber  
West Star Aviation 
Roger & Sandy Wickham  
Wild Horse Hotel, LLC 
Wm. H. Steinlage Insurance  
     Agency, Inc.  
Matthew Yehling

$750 - $999
Anonymous
David & Melissa Allsop 
Amazon Smile  
Boody Family Trust 
Beth Campbell  
Edward & Vicki Crawford 
Jeremiah & Marjorie Dellas 
Kathryn Endorf  
Kevin & Donna Flavin 
Mike & Amy Helvey  
Lucas Kendall  
Paul Koebbe  
Steven & Dawn Mertens 
Bob Niccolls  
Jeff & Kristin Ottenlips 
Michael & Susan Roesch 
Route 66 Corvette Club 
Pam Sikes  
TAC Air  
Angela Walleman  
Fred & Tina Williams

$500 - $749
The Ancilla Domini Sisters 
Applied Materials Foundation &
     Employees 
ARCO Construction Company, Inc.
Jesse Atkins
Falan Austin
Kathryn Bach
Carol Birchak
Brightview Rolling Hills  
     Gentleman’s Club 
Debbie Burgos
Morgan Burton
Edward A. & Theresa Campbell
Bradley Carnegie
Dennis Carroll
Brad Purcell
Hank Conard
Gerry & Mary D’Angelo
Dickson R. & Peggy R. Dunsworth
FINTOP Capital 
Robert Fry

Dr. Lawrence Gelb
V.J. Geronimo
Mona Geyer c/o Sue Chaney
Justin R. Giessman
Nancy Goyda
Jennifer Guthrie
David & Susan Harrison
Dave & Kathy Hawkins
LeaAnn Herring
Mark Hesker
John & Michele Holbrook
Scott Holdridge
Luke Stephen Hayden & Holly 
Anderson Hayden
Dave Huhn
Dr. & Mrs. Kevin T. & Karen Johnson
Matt Kliethermes
Barry & Kim Klinckhardt
James Koman
Adam Kruger
David Kunz
Ram Lakshmanan
David R. & Sandra Lamb
Mike & Tiffany Maloney
Michael & Karen Marschuetz
Jim Martin
McAllister Family Foundation
Dan & Mary Meyer
James & Diane Moffat
Jim & Susan Morrell
Mick Mullen
Mrs. Harry Neumann
John & Sokhary Pavese
Javier Perez-Albert
Laura Pinto
Dan & Kate Pollmann
Clotilde J. Pottebaum
Ira Potter & Gay Gordon
James Prude
Raymond P. Ginther & Marie M.
     Ginther Charitable Fund
Raytheon Technologies 
Damian Ribar
Edward & Gail Rice
Gary & Ellen Rosen
Patti Sandusky
John & Cheryl Schnurbusch
Marilyn Simpson
John C. Skain
Laura Standen
State Farm Companies Foundation
Jane Stewart
Grant Stoecker
Tarlton Corporation
David & Mary Teson
Good Today
Ms. Shannon B. Downey Turpin
Charles Vaaler
George & Rosella Wamser
Dennis Whittington
James D. & Linda L. Wickenhauser
Lt. Col. Robert S. Zbylut

 

SOARING Through the Decades



WINGS
OF HOPE

SM
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